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CONCERNS ABOUT POLICE COMPLEX
the attention of the Mayor and Executive Board as well”.

Oude Sliffertsestraat

The municipality of Eindhoven and the police have concrete plans for a large police complex at Land Forum in Meerhoven. The partly derelict site on the east side
of Grasrijk is to accommodate 2,200 police officers and possibly 700 students.
Residents’ Association Meerhoven is concerned about the size of the complex and
the consequences for the quality of life in the neighbourhood.
If the plans go ahead definitively, there
will be various departments of the East
Brabant Regional Unit, the National
Unit, the Police Services Centre and the
Police Academy at Land Forum. These
include the Investigation Division, the
Operational Support Service and the
Mobile Unit (ME). A cell complex with
35 cells (for short stays), a shooting
range and a training center for students
are also planned. The police complex
has no public function. For a visit to
the police, residents will have to go to a
police station as at the Mathildelaan.

Concerns
“We are not against the arrival of the
police in advance. But with so many
departments, employees and students,
we have serious doubts about the
plan,” says Ruben Trieling, chairman
of Residents’ Association Meerhoven.
“We are also very concerned about the

impact on the neighbourhood, especially because the plans are constantly
being adjusted. Earlier this year it
concerned ‘only’ 1,250 police officers.
Now it’s 2,200 employees and possibly
700 students”.

Sounding board group
In order to involve the neighbourhood
in the plans, the municipality has set up
a sounding board group of residents,
including local residents. Residents’
Association Meerhoven is also represented in this sounding board group.
“However, we are not satisfied with the
way in which the municipality deals
with the input of the neighbourhood.
We realize that the sounding board
group only has an advisory role, but we
do want our input to be included. That
is absolutely not the case right now.
We have contacted the project management about this and brought it to

Norbert Piket, member of the committee Liveability of Residents’ Association
Meerhoven agrees. “A tricky point, for
example, is the location of the Oude
Sliffertsestraat and the amount of traffic. At first that street was not included
in the plans of the municipality and
the police. But now that the complex
is getting bigger and bigger and they
want to be able to seal off the site hermetically, they prefer to move the road
in the direction of the residential area.
They also want to connect the main entrance of the complex to this road. All
this against the advice of the sounding
board group. Meerhoven has been set
up as a low-traffic area and that is not
reflected in the plan.

Zoning plan
Whatever disturbs the sounding board
group, is the forcefulness with which
the municipality and police communicate that the complex will be built.
Trieling: “For us this is far from a foregone conclusion. First we need to look
carefully at liveability, the environment, traffic, safety, public space and
image quality. In order to be able to
implement the plans, the municipality
must amend the zoning plan. And that
outcome is not yet certain”. Residents’
Association Meerhoven keeps a close
eye on developments and prepares for
possible legal action.

For Dutch:
www.meerhoven.nl/nieuwsbrieven
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SUSTAINABLE MEERHOVEN
Sustainable Meerhoven is a collective
of residents that organizes various
activities around sustainability. For
example, volunteers dispose of
garbage in the neighbourhood every
month, people are working on making
the park greener and edible, and a
clothing trade fair is organized several
times a year. There is also a handicraft club ‘Meerhandwerken’. They are
also involved in the joint vegetable
garden at Park Forum Oost, the peace
path and the Arboretum, the tree
garden.

ven are well insulated,” says the initiator
and founder of Sustainable Meerhoven,
Inge Kouw. “What we often see, however,
is that because of the good insulation in
combination with poor ventilation, the
CO2 values are too high. Too high CO2
values can be harmful to health. We
would be happy to visit you for a sustainability check. We also give advice on,
for bexample, heat pumps, solar panels
and air conditioners”.

Do you want to help?
Are you interested in such free advice
or do you have sustainability issues
you would like to discuss? Or would
you like to help in the vegetable garden
or the Arboretum? Contact us via
info@duurzaammeerhoven.nu. For
more information visit
www.duurzaammeerhoven.nu.

Free advice
Sustainable Meerhoven also gives
free advice on making your home
sustainable. “Most houses in Meerho-

RESIDENTS WANT MORE RESTAURANTS
At the end of June, the municipality
conducted a survey among Meerhoven
residents about the future of Meerhoven.
The enormous response shows that the
residents of Meerhoven feel involved in
their living environment. Nearly 1,000
residents completed the survey and
more than 200 residents indicated that
they wanted to help think about their
neighbourhood.

Results
When asked which facilities residents
lack in Meerhoven, more than 58% of
the respondents mentioned bars and
restaurants. More than 47% are missing
(certain) stores. Some 20% would also
like to see more activities and events.
On the question “What do you first pay
attention to if you were an alderman?”,
improving the attractiveness of the shopping center was the top priority. This
point is mentioned by almost 40%. The
problems with waste are in second place
(28%), followed by insecurity (22%).
Residents feel particularly unsafe due to
hanging youngsters causing nuisance
and due to burglaries. In order to be kept
informed of what is going on in Meerhoven, 60% prefers the newsletter of the
residents’ association. This is followed

by the municipal district information with
35%. Facebook and the website of the
residents’ association were also mentioned as important sources of information. For more information see www.
meerhoven.nl/areaprogram.

Area program
With the results, the municipality will
work towards an area program that
will be ready by the end of 2020 at the
latest. With this program, the municipality brings the points of attention for
the coming years into focus. Residents
who have indicated that they would like
to participate in the area program will
receive an invitation to participate in a
digital theme session.
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VOLUNTEERS
FOR A SAFE NEIGHBOURHOOD

ENNATUURLIJK
Customers of energy company Ennatuurlijk are disadvantaged up to several thousand euros per household.
According to research conducted by
Municipal Heating Foundation Eindhoven, Ennatuurlijk charges more
than 3500 households in Eindhoven,
including Meerhoven, various costs
that have not been agreed upon with
residents. Since discussions with the
company have not yielded anything,
the foundation has started a collective action.

Collective action

The Neighbourhood Watch Meerhoven
has been active since last year. A team
of volunteers that regularly walks
through the neighbourhood to supervise.
Maybe you have seen them with their
yellow shirts with the text ‘Buurtpreventie’ on them. After a nice start the coronavirus threw a spanner in the works.
Several volunteers were forced to stop.
Together we would like to make sure that
our neighbourhood stays safe and feels
safe. The team is therefore looking for
new volunteers.

What does it involve?
A few times a month you walk during
the day or in the evening together with

a colleague from the team. In advance,
you follow a course in which you learn
to deal with situations you may encounter on the street. This course takes one
evening and is offered free of charge.
In addition, it is fun to get to know the
neighbourhood and its residents better.

Interested?
Would you like to participate in the
neighbourhood watch or do you have
any questions? Then send an e-mail to
buurtpreventie@meerhoven.nl. One of
the coordinators, Kitty van der Leij or
John Tops, will contact you as soon as
possible.

ORGANIZING AN ACTIVITY?
Residents’ Association Meerhoven
supports many activities in the neighbourhood every year. Think of providing
materials, arranging permits or making
a financial contribution in the form of
a subsidy. Due to the corona crisis,
many activities were cancelled this year.

Because of this there is still room within
our budget to financially support smallscale community activities in the coming
months. If you have a nice, ‘corona proof’
idea for your street or neighbourhood,
just let us know via info@meerhoven.nl.

The collective action consists of
various legal proceedings. These include the annual connection fee, the
heating tariff, the profitability contribution and the rental heat exchanger.
Most owners of a self-build home
have already recovered up to several
thousand euros. Legal proceedings
are currently pending for, among
others, tenants and owners of a project home. Because of the corona crisis, the procedure has been seriously
delayed. The case is expected to go
to court in the first quarter of 2021.

More information
For more information visit the site
www.stadsverwarming-eindhoven.nl.

SHORT NEWS
Developments shopping center

Digicafé

Treasurer

Shopping center Meerhoven is on the
move. Near the Jumbo a new dental
practice opened its doors. This practice,
Dental More, is open six days a week.
A VMG real estate agent and a financial advisor, Finance Point, have also
established themselves on the Meerplein. Supermarket Lidl has started her
expansion. The adjacent building will be
involved in the store, so the Lidl will not
only be larger, but also the assortment
will be expanded. This renovation will
probably be finished at the beginning of
November. Then also the shopping carts,
which are now temporarily outside, will
be placed inside again.

A survey by Residents’ Association
Meerhoven showed that there is a need
for help among seniors when using a
smartphone, tablet or computer.

The board of Residents’ Association
Meerhoven has a vacancy for the position of treasurer. The current treasurer
will leave the board due to relocation.
As treasurer, you are responsible for implementing the financial policy of the association and for the daily management
of the financial flows. You report within
the board, consult with the treasury committee, and annually - during the General
Meeting - you give financial account to
the members on behalf of the board.
Are you interested? Contact us via
info@meerhoven.nl.

That is why we were in the starting
blocks this Spring to organize a series of
Digicafé meetings. During these meetings, young people act as digicoach to
help seniors use their smartphone, tablet
or computer. However, due to the corona
virus, we decided to postpone this initiative. But we are determined to resume
these activities as soon as possible! In
the meantime, seniors with digital problems can visit the site www.welkomonline.nl (in Dutch) and the toll free number
0800-1508 of the Digi-Hulplijn.

BECOME A MEMBER!
Already nearly 900 households are
members of Residents’ Association
Meerhoven. The more members, the
better we can represent the neighbourhood. As a member, you help decide
on the course we take and you support

various neighbourhood initiatives.
The membership only costs 5 euros
per household a year.
Not yet a member? Then sign up via
www.meerhoven.nl/membership.

Latest news
For the latest news and activities, please
visit www.meerhoven.nl. The site is set
up in Dutch and English. Or follow us
on Facebook ‘Meerhoven.news’, Twitter
‘Meerhoven_news’ or the MeerhovenApp
(Meerhoven.nl/Meerhovenapp). We also
keep members of Residents’ Association
Meerhoven informed via e-mail. Also, you
will find a lot of information on the digital
bulletin board of Meerhoven: Facebook
‘Meerhoven Ontmoet Elkaar’.
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