NEWSLETTER
MEERRIJK IN FULL DEVELOPMENT
Safety
For safety, part of the Meergras street
and the public parking lot will be cordoned off. Initially, the plan was to use
the park as the supply route and the
Grasbaan as discharge route for the construction traffic. After consultation with
Residents’ Association Meerhoven, Ten
Brinke Cohof and the municipality, it was
decided that the supply and discharge of
construction traffic should take place via
the park.

Not yet finished

Meerrijk is in full development. In early 2020, the “waterfront houses” on the north
side of Meerrijk were completed. Later that year, the 72-meter-high Meerzicht residential tower with 88 apartments was completed. Now that the adjacent building
with 33 apartments is also nearing completion, construction is entering the next
phase: the Hooghe Heer project on the south side of Meerrijk.
The Hooghe Heer project includes 138
apartments in a fifteen-story tower, 45
of which recently went on sale. The
remaining 93 apartments have been
sold by developer Ten Brinke Cohof to an
investor and will be rented out later. In
addition, seventeen homes will be built
on the water’s edge in front of the fifteenstory tower.

Restart
A few years ago, due to a stagnating
housing market, it was still unclear to
what extent Meerrijk would ever be
phased out. Director Johan Hofmans of
Ten Brinke Cohof: “We are pleased that
we have been able to make a restart.
Now Meerrijk will be completed as it deserves. Of course we were lucky that the
market is cooperating again. And that is
also good for the shopping center that is
having such a hard time.”

Planning
Last month, work started on the layout
of the construction site. For this purpose
part of the pond of Park Meerland has
been filled in. TenBrinke Cohof will start
installing foundation piles in mid-April.
“That will take more than two months. To
limit noise nuisance for local residents,
the piles are screwed into the ground
instead of being driven. Structural work
on the 138 apartments will start around
mid-June. With the seventeen waterfront
houses we will start a year later”, says
Hofmans. The apartments and houses
are expected to be completed in the
summer of 2023. The bridge for bicycle
and pedestrian traffic between Waterrijk and Meerrijk will open at the end of
this spring. Then the adjacent square at
the water in park Meerland will also be
finished and the construction road on the
north side of the bridge will be removed.

After the completion of this project,
Meerrijk is not yet finished. There will be
another construction project with about
15 houses and 25 apartments on the
east side of the street Meergras. There
will also be homes on the triangular area
between Zanddreef, Zandstrand and the
pond in the park.

More information
For more information about the Hooghe
Heer constuction project, visit the site
www.hoogheheer.nl.

For Dutch:
www.meerhoven.nl/nieuwsbrieven

March 2021

Residents’ Association Meerhoven

ENNATUURLIJK BEFORE THE COURT
On February 16 the court case of Municipal Heating Foundation Eindhoven
against Ennatuurlijk was held. During
the three-hour hearing, the central
question was to what extent the
energy company is allowed to charge
its customers in Grasrijk, Zandrijk and
Eindhoven Centrum a connection fee
that is indexed and also bears interest
during a period of 30 years.
Lawyer Noortje Ogg argued on behalf
of Municipal Heating Foundation
Eindhoven that this is not allowed
because this contribution was not
agreed with residents. Previously, the

Supreme Court ruled that this connection fee is unfairly charged to self-builders.

pal Heating Foundation Eindhoven
recently received an update on this.

Pull out all the stops

Ruling

The current case is mainly aimed at second and subsequent owners of a selfbuilt home, owners of a project home
and tenants. According to Municipal
Heating Foundation Eindhoven nothing
has been agreed with this target group
about a connection fee either. Ennatuurlijk, however, pulled out all the stops to
refute the arguments of the foundation.
This was already apparent from the 700page written response from Ennatuurlijk.
Residents who registered with Munici-

The court is ruling around May 12,
2021, but did warn that it may take
longer because they are very busy.
This lawsuit is part of a collective action in which SSE is asking the court to
determine that Ennatuurlijk is charging
unfairly. In addition to the annual connection fee, the charges also include
the heat tariff and the rent for the heat
exchanger. For more information visit
www.stadsverwarmingeindhoven.nl.

POLICE COMPLEX LAND FORUM
Sounding board group

To involve the neighbourhood in the
plans, the municipality established a
sounding board group of residents.
Residents’ Association Meerhoven was
also represented in this group. However,
the participants soon discovered that
nothing was done with their input. Also,
information was deliberately not shared
with the sounding board group and the
group was confronted with unexpected,
unrealistic deadlines.

Town council

The Municipality of Eindhoven and the
police want to realize a large police
complex at Land Forum. The partly
derelict site on the east side of Grasrijk is
intended to house 2,200 police officers
and 700 students.

Also planned is a cell complex with 35
cells (for short stay), a shooting range
and a training center for students. And
also various departments including the
Mobile Unit (ME). See our October 2020
newsletter.

At the beginning of this year, several discussions with the project management
and responsible alderman Yasin Torunoglu took place. However, these did not
have the desired effect. In a last attempt
to turn the tide, the souding board group
has asked the city council for help. The
council will probably deal with the matter
on March 9. Members will receive an
update later this month.
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NEWSLETTER
NEW POLICE OFFICER MEERHOVEN
to make contact with local residents. As
soon as the corona measures allow, Marieke will start working on these ideas.”

Online
By communicating with the neighbourhood through digital networks, among
other things, Marieke wants to increase
the sense of safety of citizens. “Through
Instagram I share online what we are
doing in the neighbourhood so people
know what we are doing and that we
are there,” says Bakermans. Marieke and
Erwin can be followed via the Instagram
accounts Wijkagentmarieke_eindhoven
and Wijkagentenmeerhoven_eindhoven.
Since last summer, Meerhoven has
a second police officer: Marieke Bakermans. With great enthusiasm, she
dedicates herself to the neighbourhood.
Bakermans: “I think it is important to be
visible and easy to approach. When the
troubles of corona are over, I would like
to organize a regular consultation hour
for local residents. People can then ask
their questions in an accessible way and
get to know each other personally.”

Coppie Koffie
Together with colleague Erwin van Melis,
who has been a police officer in Meerhoven for some time, Marieke makes a
good team. Erwin says that Marieke is a
good addition with her youthful enthusiasm. Van Melis: “Marieke is very handy
with social media and has all kinds of
ideas to strengthen the connection with
the neighbouhood. One idea is to place
a ‘Coppie Koffie’ tuktuk on the Meerplein

Contact
Marieke and Erwin invite you to get in
touch with them if you see something
suspicious or are concerned about
something. Just approach them when
they are in the neighbourhood or send an
e-mail to erwin.van.melis@politie.nl or to
marieke.bakermans@politie.nl. You can
also call the general police number 09008844. In case of emergency call 112.

HEART SAFE: VOLUNTEERS WANTED!
Residents’ Association Meerhoven and
Stichting Eindhoven Hartveilig want to
make the entire neighbourhood heart
safe by setting up sufficient 6-minute zones. This means that people who suffer
cardiac arrest are resuscitated within six
minutes by volunteers who are known
to 112. Important conditions for this are
sufficient civilian assistants and AEDs
spread throughout the neighbourhood.

AED network
After an appeal in our previous newsletter, several residents came forward to
make their facade available for an AED.
Where desired, Residents’ Association

Meerhoven has provided a financial
contribution. As consequence, we now
have an almost complete AED network
in Meerhoven. A great result! For the
locations of the AEDs check our website
www.meerhoven.nl/heartsafe. We are
still discussing with the Jumbo and Lidl
about the accessibility of their AEDs
outside of store hours.

Committee Heart Safe
But with only AEDs we are not there
yet. To make Meerhoven really heart
safe, Residents’ Association Meerhoven
wants to set up a committee Heart Safe
Meerhoven. This committee will take

care of the AED network and the organization of the upcoming civil aid workers.
We are looking for volunteers who want
to participate in this committee. If you
are interested or would like to receive
more information, please send an e-mail
to info@meerhoven.nl.

SHORT NEWS
Meerhoven United
Starting 12 March, football school
Meerhoven United will start in Sports
Park Meerhoven. The school is meant for
youth from 7 to 14 years old and focuses on training a good basic technique
through a mix of exercises and games. It
is mainly about fun, self-confidence and
motivation. We wish initiator Erik Zuiderhoek much success with his sporting
activities in Meerhoven. For more information abou the football school, visit the
site www.voetbalschoolmeerhoven.nl.

Ice fun

Steep slopes bicycle bridge

Skating enthusiasts were able to enjoy
themselves for a number of days last
month on the frozen ponds in Meerland
Park. At the request of Residents’ Association Meerhoven and Foundation Management Park Meerland, Water Board
De Dommel had stopped the screw
pump in Park Meerland to promote ice
formation. The hill in Meerland Park was
used intensively for sledging.

As mentioned in our previous newsletter,
residents were concerned about safety
around the bicycle bridge because of
the steep slopes. Partly at the request
of Residents’ Association Meerhoven,
the municipality has provided protection
by means of mesh fencing with plants.
Hopefully, the safety of cyclists is now
sufficiently guaranteed.

Update golf course grounds
At the end of last year, VDL Groep
purchased the site on which the golf
course was located. To date it is not
clear what the new destination will be.
Residents’ Association Meerhoven is
closely following this process and maintains contact with the parties involved.

Follow us
For the latest news and activities, visit
www.meerhoven.nl. Follow us further
on Facebook ‘Meerhoven.news’, Twitter
‘Meerhoven_news’ or the MeerhovenApp
(meerhoven.nl/meerhovenapp). You
will also find a lot of information on the
digital bulletin board of Meerhoven: Facebook ‘Meerhoven Ontmoet Elkaar’.

COLOPHON

BECOME A MEMBER!

This newsletter is a publication of
Residents’ Assocation Meerhoven.

Residents’ Association Meerhoven is
for all residents of Meerhoven. The
more members we have, the better we
can represent the neighbourhood. As a
member, you help decide which issues
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need attention and you support various
social activities. The membership costs
only 5 euros per household per year.
Not a member yet? Then register at
www.meerhoven.nl/membership.
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